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Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

There was a notable warmth to the applause of the School on Monday which greeted the 

announcement that four pupils have received prestigious Oxbridge offers this year.  They are Emily 

Whittle (Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford), Iuliia Gurevych (College, Cambridge), Samuel Phillips (Queen’s 

College, Cambridge) and Echo Wang (Homerton College, Cambridge).  We are delighted by the high 

levels of success that the Upper Sixth pupils have had in their applications thus far.   

 

The process of identifying and committing to a specialised degree course is challenging but it has 

served to provide a strong level of motivation for the pupils as they enter the final phase of their studies 

at Bromsgrove.  The applications are not only underpinned by the fine support and advice offered by 

tutors and the Higher Education staff but also by the willingness of pupils to engage in a wide range of 

enrichment activities that provide deeper insight and understanding.  The junior biological research 

project into the lost Woodshill apple, whose winners were announced in assembly, is a good example of 

one such opportunity that pupils have at an early stage to begin to develop deeper understanding of 

their subjects. 

 

Our wish to provide strong links between all cultures has continued with some of our UIV international 

pupils teaching lessons for the Chinese New Year to pupils at Pre-Prep and Hagley Primary School.  The 

children told traditional stories, made lanterns and taught some Mandarin. 

 

Last night, pupils performed wonderfully well in an informal concert to good support.  A wide and varied 

programme was performed superbly well.  We are looking forward to hearing the Chapel Choir for the 

last time this half term in Thursday morning’s sung Eucharist. 

 

Our congratulations go to Joyce Lee, Amanda Wu, Tiffany Tan and Amy Ying who have made it through 

to the semi-final of the I.F.S. Student Investor Challenge.  They finished 156th in the league table in the 

first round, and are now down to the top 500 teams out of nearly 6500 who entered worldwide. We 

wish them luck in the next stage of trading after half term. 

 

Over 30 students from the Prep and Senior are now learning sign language and they have made great 

progress.  We now have a connection with a school in St Albans and students are making video 

postcards to send to their hearing impaired pen pals.  The project has been supported by grants from 

the Parents’ Association and we hope that the project continues to grow. 

 

On the sporting front, I am delighted to report more success for our U15 Netballers this week who 

secured another National Finals place by beating Canford School in the semi-final on Tuesday.  Well 

done, girls! 

 

In Cross Country last week, the teams ran in the prestigious King Henry VIII Relays.  The boys ran well to 

finish 26th whilst the girls team of, Lena Siller, Paula Walker, Isabel James and Abigail Saker ran 

extremely well to finish 3rd overall. 
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Last Thursday our swimmers competed in the prestigious Warwick 100’s against some of the top 

swimming schools in the country. All swimmers performed well with the girls being placed in the bronze 

medal position overall. However, the two performances of the afternoon go to James Cuthbert who 

attained gold in the 100m Butterfly and Paulina Geus who secured gold in the 100m freestyle.  

 

I hope that I can engage your support for one last time this half term in relation to traffic.  I have 

received one or two reports of some careless driving at the end of the day when picking children up 

from the main car park.  Please could you ensure that cars are parked without impediment to the traffic 

flow and that you keep your speed low.  This is particularly important given that it is still dark when 

School finishes. 

 

We will close for the half term at 3.55pm on Friday and I am grateful for the efforts of all parents to 

ensure full attendance until that time.  I appreciate the difficulties of arranging travel plans to coincide 

with our finishing times and your support is noted. 

 

The School Shop will close at 5pm on this Friday 10th February with holiday hours of 9.00am-4.00pm on 

Monday to Friday of next week.  

 

I hope that you have a wonderful half term break with your children.  It is a good time to begin some 

light preparation for public examination groups whilst our Lower Sixth will have first mocks soon after 

their return and so some detailed preparation will be needed. 

 
Best wishes 

 
 

Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 


